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INTRODUCTION

FamH;yReunion baoe been a parz~o-F~be Connoll¥
-FamH;y since ~be earzl¥ six~ies. I~ was
Spearzbeaded b¥ Lillian BlackbCl1ZnDen~on Al~a
Conle¥ Brzocon, and Clarzence Blackbal'zD
(deceased) (Mempbis, TN). Tbese ga~berzingB~ook
place in back¥arzd o-F-Famil;ymemberzs.

We mooed ~bem eo di-F-Ferzen~cf~ies eo be bOB~e"
b¥ -Famil;ymemberzs ~berze.

Eacb cf~¥pla¥ing bos~ eo ~beoisi~ing -Families. Tbis
coos a coa¥ ~o come ~oge~berz in Happ¥ ~imes
o~berz~ban sad ~ime(-Funerzals)

i;

We ane a przoud dis~in~ioe -Famll¥. Morzals,
Values, and przide haoe been paee -Frzom
gBnerza~ions~ogenerza~ions.

.. _-----



MEMORIAL

We wOCll~ like eo make ~bis Special De~ica~ion eo
ocnz~BCBase~~amfl;y membel'Zswbo gave so much,
eo ~be Success o~ ~bese~amfl;yga~bel'Zing:

.Clal'ZenCBBlackbcnzn(Mempbis, TN)

Tbeo HO¥Woo~(Cbicago, ILL)

Dal'ZiasConleiY(Mempbis, TN)

Lo~UBlackbcnzn.Jobnson Smi~b (Cblcago, ILL)

Blanchle BlackbcnznHen~el'ZsonS~okes(LosAngeles)

Ra;ymon~ eonleiY (Mempbls)

Bessie Connol¥ CClDningbam(Wesli«on, MI)

Cli~~ Fl'Zanklin(S~.Loafs, MO)

Sfi)nBiYConleiY.Jmzmal(Mempbis)

R«b ConnoU, .Jones(Gl'Zan~Rapfi), MI)



OUR BEGINNING
Ol2al ~l2adl60D glues CiS 0012 ScaD~ kDOCDledgeso~ 0012
~arnll,y bls~ol2,y.

Bl2lce aDd bls WXJ bl2o~bel2sUNfII2BkldDapped ~l2orn ~bell2
borne 112~l2lca aDd ~ol2cBdID~OslauslZtY.

We have DO I2BCOl2dO~ 6:M1~1212012aDd bal2dsbfp ~be,y
8DdclIZed0126:M1l0Dgjool2De,y ~Oa NOI2~bCal20llDa POI2~

The ~bl2Be cblldl2eD UNfIl2esold sepelZa~l,y eo dlnelZeD~
rnaseslZs 112dlnelZeD~ ploCBB.

BlZlce lVOSsold ~o SOmBODB112MIIlllfBBfppf. WhelZe be lVOS
a slave 012a CO«ODplaDeD60D. AIJot:d ~01Z~ ,yealZs laeeR,
a~eslZ 6NJ Civil WaR, be was ~R~':

BlZlce ~ook 012a eoIP1 coho coold Read aDd lVIZl61 6xI~
~aQg~ him btKD ~o also. HeR DOI'DBwas Pa6NJDla

...CODDOll,y,TDboCQIDBeo ebls cOQD~ pzom IReloDd be~01Z8
~be Civil Wal2.

TheIIZPRS~cbRd was boRD 112~944. WbeD 6NJ Civil WalZ
eDded BRice bad bls ~lZeedom aDd 6:Ie DtfIBd o~ a Las~
Dame. We have heeD ~old 6xI~ bls blZ06:leRS ~ook 6NJ

Dames O~ d:leliz maseelZs-becomlDD Tom EuaDs aDd I1aD
&681Z.

BRice did DO~IVQD~his Mas61Rs Dame. His a1I~ePa6NJDla
said, "We imoco mlDB, mke mlDe.

CODDOll¥..~e OQJ'I ~amll¥ DaIDB. BRice aDd Pa6NJDla
bad ••• CG/I'I:l:,D 112aU; We aRe·desceDded ~lZom ~/R
~/lZd cblld WYAIT. W,ya~ mmzlZled SbtnzlB~ JeemR aDd
aBBBmbled mOlZe 6MzD eblZBBbciDdRed aCRBBiD Al2kaboeba
Mlsslssfppf.

W,ya~ aDd SblZle~ jeeteR CoooollN CbflbReo (oot beY age)

El)
James CaRveR

Esaeck
IRa

NfmRol)
Jobn HeoRN

Lena
Eliza

MaWW
5f~otW
Union
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Li.r=tUp EveRlY Voice Ani} Sing

Lift ev-1ry Voice and sing,
Til earth and heav-en ring,
Ring with the har~mo-nies
of Lib-er-ty, Let our Re-
Joic-ing rise High as the
List-ning --- skies, Let it Re-sound
loud as the roll-ing sea. ---

,Sin'ga song full of the faith that
dark past has taught us; Sing a song
full of the hope that the pre-sent has
.Z:'oughtus; Fac-ing the
ris-ing sun of our new day be-gun,
Let us march on til vic-to-ry-
is won.

S~ory the road we,trod,
Bitter the Chasting rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died,
Yet
Yet with a steady beat,

Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our farthers signed?
We come over a way that with
tears has.i been warterd;
We 'have come, ,.treading our path
thro' the blood of the slaughterd.
Out from the gloomy past,

Til Now we stand at Last
Where the white gleam ~f our
bright star is Cast.


